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ELIMINATION OF CRITICAL MATERIALS 
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THESE 20 DEFENSE HOMES 
STRIPPED FO R ACTION 

MANY CRITICAL METAL ITEMS ELIMINATED 

ECONOMICAL... Engineered out of stock — 

non-critical — materials 

EXPANDABLE... Designed for future growth 

CONVERTIBLE... Suitable for many varied uses 

PLEASING IN APPEARANCE. .An honest, straight- 
forward solution to a problem 

TIMELY In tune with the urgent 

demand for defense housing 



Convertible Defense Houses bring a new conception of housing in the 
form of growing, flexible, multi-purpose structures to the lumber dealer, 
the builder, and the prospective home owner. While these houses are 
designed primarily to fill an urgent demand for shelter in defense areas, 
they are equally well adapted to construction in any location. 




If yOU are working in a defense industry and need 
shelter. 

If /Oil are in a non-defense area and want a home. 

If yOU are a builder hampered by priorities. 

If yOU are a lumber dealer with a new home-selling 
problem— 

You will be interested in these homes 
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PLANNED FOR EXPANSION 

Starting with absolute minimum shelter in the form of 
the Basic Unit, this little unicellular structure may be 
expanded in four directions, as time and material 
permit, to include ultimately as many rooms and facili- 
ties as may be desired. Each progressive step, illus- 
trated on the inside pages, constitutes a house complete 
within itself. Scale drawings, detailing the simple 
methods for accomplishing this growth, are available 
together with the formal plans. 

THE CONVERTIBLE FEATURE 

All of the smaller units are planned for ready conver- 
sion into garages, farm buildings, lake cottages, auto 
camps, roadside stands, and even multiple housing 
units, whenever their use as residential shelter is no 
longer required. The size and shape of each house has 
been functionally engineered to make the building 
suitable for many varied uses, thereby automatically 
adapting these units admirably to temporary defense 
housing purposes. The conversion possibilities are out- 
lined on the last page of this booklet. 

ECONOMY AND SIMPLICITY 

Standard length framing and other stock materials 
readily available in every lumber yard throughout the 
country have been given prime consideration by the 
competent building engineers who designed these De- 
fense Houses. Joist spans take exact standard lengths 
without retrimming, wall heights and stud spacing 
accommodate stock size panels, while other dimensions 



are carefully specified for speed and economy of con- 
struction. In addition, two sets of construction details 
are incorporated into each set of plans — 

1. Emergency Construction Details 

This "Skin and Bone" type of framing represents 
the bare minimum of structural members — just 
enough framing to hold the house together and 
make it usable for emergency shelter. 

2. Permanent Construction Details 

These details indicate the way the house should 
be built for long term housing. With a well built 
nucleus, expansion into a full sized residence 
becomes readily possible. 

ELIMINATION OF CRITICAL MATERIALS 

Special attention has been given to the elimination of 
critical metals by the planning engineers. Twelve of 
the houses can be built completely out of non- critical 
materials, with a few nails and exterior door hardware 
representing the only metal required. However, it is 
not often desirable or necessary to build entirely with- 
out modern conveniences, so by eliminating the bath- 
tub and using a rubber or cement shower receptor, by 
substituting vitrified tile for cast iron soil pipe, by 
skeletonizing the electric wiring system, by utilizing 
asphalt roll roofing for flashing, by heating the house 
with a modern space heater, the use of critical defense 
materials can be drastically curtailed or deferred until 
after the present emergency. 



UNIT 
NO. L-5 




8'-0" have been added to 
the north side of Unit 
No. L-4 to provide an 
additional bedroom, 
closet, and porch. Over- 
all dimensions 22'-lH" x 
28'-0". 




UNIT NO. 5 

Unit No. 4 has been extend- 
ed 8'-0" to provide a bed- 
room and two closets on the 
north end of the house. 
This three room apartment 
type home is admirably- 
suited for motor hotel cab- 
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ins, vacation cottages and 
permanent small family 
residences. It is as compact 
and livable as a small house 
can be made. Outside 
overall dimensions measure 
12'-3"x28'-0". 
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A 9'-10H" extension has 
been added to the left 
side of Unit No. 4, pro- 
viding two bedrooms, and 
two closets. Overall size 
22'-!^" x 20'-0". 
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UNIT NO. 4 

Here a partition has been 
added to the Basic Unit No. 
1 to form a kitchen and 
bathroom at the south end 
of the house. This bachelor 
apartment type of building 



ill provide very livable 
shelter for an individual or 
a family of two. No change 
in overall dimensions has 
been made from those of 
the Basic Unit. 
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UNIT 
NO. 5-R 



Two more bedrooms have 
been provided by extend- 
ing Unit No. 4-R 8'-0" 
on the north side. Each 
of the three bedrooms 
has its own closet. Out- 
side size 22'-l3^"x28'-0". 
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Here a partition has 
been added to Unit No. 
1-R to provide a bath- 
room. No change in over- 
all dimensions. 
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NO. 

L-5-R 



By combining the essen- 
tial elements of Units 
L-5, 5, and 5-R, a five 
bedroom house has been 
produced with combina- 
tion living and dining 
room, kitchen, bath and 
terrace. Overall dimen- 
sions 32'-0" x 28'-0". 





Units L-4, 4, and 4-R in 
combination provide a 
three bedroom house 
with a central living and 
dining room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and three 
closets. Overall size 
32' -0" x 20'0". 






Here the Basic Unit has 
been extended 9'-10^" 
to the left to provide two 
bedrooms, each with 
closet. Overall dimen- 
sions 22'-lH" x 20'-0". 



BASIC UNIT N0.1 



This plan provides the mini- 
mum in shelter. There are 
no partitions, no bathroom 
facilities— just four walls 
and a roof. Only five win- 
dows and two doors are re- 



quired. All materials are 
standard lumber yard items. 
The nineteen other houses 
shown here are designed to 
grow from this Basic Unit — 
Overall size 12'-3" x 20'-0" 
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A 9'-10H" extension has 
been added to the left 
side of Unit No. 2 pro- 
viding two bedrooms and 
two closets. Overall size 
22'-lW' x 20'0". 
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UNIT NO. 2 

A partition has been added 
to Basic Unit No. 1 to sepa- 
rate the kitchen and dining 
space from the living room. 
This functional segregation 
results in a more livable 



house — one good step above 
minimum shelter. It may 
be readily converted into a 
tourist cabin or lake cottage. 
No change in overall di- 
mensions from Basic Unit. 
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On the south side of 
Unit No. L-2 an 8'-0" 
addition has been 
made to provide an- 
other bedroom, closet, 
porch, and entry hall. 
Overall dimensions 




UNIT NO. 3 

Unit No. 2 has been extend- 
ed 8'-0" on the south side 
to provide a bedroom and 
two closets. This addition 
creates a comfortable three 
room apartment type dwell - 
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ties have been purposely 
deferred. A study of this 
plan will reveal its suita- 
bility for such uses as tourist 
cabins, vacation cottages 
and tenant houses. Dimen- 
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9'-10j/ 2 " have been added 
to the right side of the 
Basic Unit to form kit- 
chen, bedroom, and clos- 
et. Overall size of house 
22 f -\y 2 " x 20'0". 
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A dining nook has been 
added to Unit No. 1-R 
by the addition of a 
partition. Outside size 
22'-lH" x 20 / -0 // . 
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UNIT 
NO. 3-R 



By the addition of 8'-0" 
to the south side of Unit 
No. 2-R provision has 
been made for a bed- 
room, closet, entrance 
hall, and porch. Overall 
dimensions 22'-l^"x 
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The combinations of 
Units L-l, 1, and 1-R 
result in a three bedroom 
house with the living and 
dining room extending 
through the center. In- 
cludes kitchen and three 
closets. No bathroom. 
Outside dimensions 
32 / -0' / x 20'-0". 




32'- 0" 




When Units L-2, 2, and 
2-R are combined, the 
result is a three bedroom 
house with central living 
room, kitchen, dining 
alcove and three closets. 
Outside dimensions 
32'-0" x 20'-0". 
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Units L-3, 3, and 3-R 
combine to provide a 
-house with four bed- 
rooms, four closets, liv- 
ing room, dining alcove, 
kitchen, entry hall and 
terrace. Overall size 



FUTURE 



All Weyerhaeuser Defense 
Homes are engineered for ready 
conversion into any one of several 
other use structures whenever 
they are no longer needed for 
residential purposes. Here are 
several suggestions which indicate 
the scope of their convertibility 




USE SUGGESTIONS * 



ROADSIDE STANDS 

The illustration shows how 
Units Nos. 1 and 2 can be con- 
verted into efficient, attractive 
roadside markets. Slight changes 
will also make them suitable for 
sandwich shops, souvenir stores 
and similar structures. 




GARAGES 

sic Unit No. 1 is the stand- 
ard size for a one car garage. 
Units LI and 1R are ideal for two 
car garages. 




ROAD SIDE STANDS 



SUMMER COTTAGES 

The addition of a screened 
porch to almost any of the twenty 
units will convert it into an excel- 
lent vacation home. The appli- 
cation of log cabin siding provides 
an attractive appearance in keep- 
ing with the surroundings. 

FARM BUILDINGS 

Reference to the sizes of the 
various units will suggest how, 
with minor changes, they can be 
converted into numerous farm 
buildings — poultry houses, ga- 
rages, milk houses, pump houses, 
repair shops, bunk and tenant 
houses, grain storage buildings 
and other structures. 

DUPLEXES AND 
FOUR-PLEXES 

By placing two or more of these 
units under the same roof, the 
basic elements are provided for 
multiple housing structures. 

WEYERHAEUSER SALES CO. 

SAINT PAUL, MINN. 




* FUTURE USE SUGGESTIONS * 
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